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OBITUARY. 

Rear -Admiral Bancroft Gherardi, U. S. N. 

Born at Jackson, Louisiana, November io, 1832. 
Died at Stratford, Connecticut, December 10, 1903. 

Bancroft Gherardi was a nephew of George Bancroft, the his- 
torian, under whom, as Secretary of the Navy, the Naval Academy 
was established at Annapolis in 1845. Young Gherardi entered 
the navy as a midshipman in 1846 and served on the Ohio of the 
Pacific squadron until 1850, when he entered the Naval Academy 
and was promoted to Passed Midshipman in 1852. He was then 
ordered to the St. Louis, on the European station, and after some 
years to the Home squadron. In 1858 he was navigating officer 
of the Niagara when that ship was employed in laying the first 
Atlantic cable. 

In the Civil War he was commissioned as Lieutenant-Commander 
in 1862, took part in the attack on Fort Macon, and served in the 
West Gulf blockading squadron. In command of the Port Royal, 
of that squadron, he fought in the battle of Mobile Bay, in which his 
ship was so badly damaged that she was laid up for repairs and 
Lieut. Gherardi was transferred to the command of the Pequot, of 
the North Atlantic blockading fleet. 

In 1866 he was made Commander, Captain in 1874, Commodore 
in 1884, and Rear-Admiral in 1887. During these twenty-one years 
he was constantly on duty on the home station or abroad. His 
sea-service ended in 1892, when he arrived at Hampton Roads with 
the Pacific squadron and took command of all the United States 
ships assembled for the great review in commemoration of the 
fourth centenary of the Discovery. The same year he was placed 
in charge of the New York Navy Yard, and there remained until 
retired from active service in 1894. 

He became a Fellow of the American Geographical Society in 
1894 and a Councillor in 1895. Failing health compelled him to 
resign his seat in the Council in 1902. 

Admiral Gherardi's manly and amiable character won the re- 
spect and the affection of all who were brought into close relation 
with him. 
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